Neutropenic colitis during standard dose combination chemotherapy with nedaplatin and irinotecan for testicular cancer.
A 54-year-old man received combination chemotherapy with nedaplatin and irinotecan as salvage chemotherapy for refractory non-seminomatous testicular cancer. The patient developed abdominal pain and high fever on Day 21 after the initiation of chemotherapy. Computed tomography revealed thickening of the terminal ileum wall and paralytic ileus. The patient recovered with intensive supportive management including broad-spectrum antibiotics, bowel rest with gastric intubation and intravenous gamma-globulin. Neutropenic colitis has been thought to be a serious gastrointestinal complication associated with chemotherapy for hematological malignancy. The mortality rate is as high as 21-48% according to a recent review. The present case indicates that the neutropenic colitis can occur under neutropenic conditions induced by the standard-dose chemotherapy for solid cancer.